-      ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE,

men to be fent hither by the emperor/were mentioned in the faid gazette to be Period
defigned exprefsly for the taking of Gibraltar, whereas he only faid, they were

to aflift the king of Spain in general, which I owned to be true and agreeable   Ripperda,
to what I had the honour to write to your grace, and that confequently the
other affertion muft have been a miftake in the prints.    I fhall Dot fail to ex-
ecute his majeftie's commands, fignified to me in your grace5 s letter in cypher
of the 22d paft, (X S.

Matters here are in the greateft confufion, nor is it poffible for me, at leafl, to
form any judgement upon the intentions of this court as to peace or war* On the
one hand, it is not only moil certain, but notorious to all the world, that the
emperor's arnbaflador here is highly diffatisfyed with the duke de Ripperda,
and complains publickly of his having deceived the court of Vienna in not
furnilhing the money promifed by him, who excufes himfelf upon the impoffi-
bility of doing it in the prefent bad ftate "of his catholick majefty's revenues,
of which he yefterday gave the moil convincing proof, by putting a total Hop
to all payments whatfoever (the fame thing as {hutting up the exchequer with
us) which has put the whole nation, particularly the moneyed men, to \vhom
large fums are owing, into the greateft confirmation anddejpair imaginable*
It is alfo certain, that the king is extremely agitated and wneafy, and has dayly
difputes and quarrels with the queen, who does nothing but cry from morn-
ing till night. On the other hand, orders are given for the forming a
camp with all expedition of 12,000 men, --betwixt Siguenza and Soria, 30
leagues from Madrid, and about as much from Pampeluna, Fontarabiag
and St. Sebaftian, and not much more from the neareft parts of Cataloni^
which gives reafon to believe, that thofe .troops are thus placed to march to
either of the frontiers upon any motion on the part of France,

Great magazins are alfo making in the faid places, and a large train of ar-
tillery of 30 pieces of cannon is ordered immediately from Barcelona, which
I believe is, by this time, upon its march: how to reconcile fuch an expence
to the prefent want of money, is the great difficulty, efpecially to Ripperda's
having but two days fince, moft folemnly protefted to me, that he was in no
want of money, but gave out his being fo, purely to oblige thereby the em-
peror not to think upon entering upon a war. The late duke of Ormon'd is
as afliduous as ever at court, tho* I -don't find that any of his projects have been
as yet hearkeaed to, much lefs approved of; and Ripperda told roe the otherthe hand- writing of the emperor.
